GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HEALTH.[-XXIV]	HI
the rule is to vaccinate the entire population wherever an epidemic
breaks out, irrespective of whether the people had been pre-
viously vaccinated or not. One thus comes across persons who
ha^e been vaccinated five or six times or even oftener.
Vaccination seems to be a savage custom. It is one of the
poisonous superstitions of our times the equal of which is not to
be found even among so-called primitive societies. Its advo-
cates are not satisfied with voluntary vaccination. They insist on
making it compulsory. Those who refuse to take it are prose-
cuted and awarded harsh penalties. Vaccination was invented in
1798. Thus it is not an ancient superstition. During this short
period, millions of people have been victims of it. Those who are
vaccinated are presumed to be immune against smallpox, but the
presumption is without any sound basis. No one can say that
they would surely have had a severe attack of the disease if they
had not been vaccinated. On the contrary, in view of the fact
that there have been cases of vaccinated persons being attacked
by smallpox, it certainly cannot be claimed that anyone getting
vaccinated will escape the infection.
Vaccination is a filthy remedy. Vaccine from an infected
cow is introduced into our bodies; more, even vaccine from an
infected human being is used. Some persons generally vomit at
the sight of the vaccine. If it so much as comes into contact with
the hand, they wash the hand with soap. If we were asked to eat
it, we would be nauseated and would pounce upon anyone who
might make such a suggestion even in fun. And yet scarcely any-
one realizes that, when he is vaccinated, he is absorbing a sub-
stance which is in reality infected blood. It is well known that
patients are given medicine or liquid nourishment through the
skin and this takes effect more rapidly than if given by mouth. What
is taken by the mouth is not immediately absorbed into the blood
but anything taken through the skin is, and even a small dose acts
very quickly. From this point of view, the taking of any medicine
or nourishment through the skin is the same as eating it. Even
then, in order to save ourselves from smallpox, we, in effect, eat
vaccine. It is said cowards die before their death. Similarly, from
fear of death or disfigurement by smallpox, we die before our time
by getting ourselves vaccinated.
I personally feel that in taking this vaccine we are guilty of a
sacrilege. Even meat-eaters are forbidden to drink blood, and the
flesh and blood of living animals are, I find, prohibited in all cir-
cumstances. But here blood is taken from a blameless living
creature, is cultured, besides, and then fed to us through our skins.

